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Annual Parish Meeting for Breadsall, Tuesday 8th March 2022 
 
Minutes of Meeting 
 
Present: Cllr Goodwin, Cllr Moffat, Cllr Robertson, Cllr Binns,  Cllr Brewster, Cllr 
Ling, Cllr Hodgkinson, Cllr Measham, Cllr Poplar 
 
Cllr Carol Hart (DCC) 
Cllr Abey Stevenson (EBC) 
4 members of the public attended. 
 

1. Apologies – None 
 

2.  Minutes of the 2021 Annual Parish Meeting It was RESOLVED to confirm 
the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 13th April 2021 as a true record. 
 

3 Reports 
Derbyshire County Council – Cllr Carol Hart 

I have to start with something that has had an effect on all of our services at 
Derbyshire County Council and of course an impact on not only the population of 
Derbyshire but world wide. Needless to say I am talking of Covid-19. 
 
It has changed the way we have had to work over the last year and it has presented 
many challenges.  As you probably know my portfolio covers Public Health and 
Communities and although we were not involved in delivering the vaccines when 
they were introduced we were involved in looking after thousands of vulnerable 
people who were struggling on their own due to the isolating instructions connected 
with the Pandemic, we quickly set up a main hub and not only many of our staff but 
many volunteers including the CVS organisations set about making sure no-one was 
left without food, medicine, transport for hospital or doctor’s appointments, food 
parcels were delivered where necessary or people actually doing a shop for those 
housebound, many of these helpers were given priority badges local supermarkets 
so that they did not have to wait in a long queue when they were shopping for 
several people. 
 
On top of all this of course the day job had to continue and I know I don’t have to tell  
you how adept we have all become with Microsoft Teams and Zoom meetings, 
things we had probably never heard of before. 
 
There were challenges in all departments, Highways was particularly badly hit, not 
only large numbers of staff off with Covid, it is difficult to keep your distance when 
doing some jobs, they had also during the year had to contend with floods, winds, 
snow and ice and major road slips, the problem has been exacerbated by the fact 
that many operatives have decided, as in many other areas, to change their life/work 
balance and some chose to take early retirement, understandable as some realised 
life can be short, but it has left us with major problems trying to keep up with the 
work that is necessary.   
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Highways have however committed some £59M over the next 3 years to try and sort 
out major Highway problems and also £120M, again over a 3 year period to carry out 
work on pavements, public rights of way and byways. 
 
Climate Change has loomed large this year and we have set up a Climate Change 
committee to reducing carbon footprint, we have invested in some electric vehicles 
and we are not only doing what we can as a council but also giving as much advice 
as we can to our residents, everyone can help. 
 
Adult Social Care is another area that has been severely challenged, as you can 
imagine with the hospitals at breaking point in the height of the Pandemic beds 
needed to be freed up as quickly as possible but again due to staff shortages care 
packages were difficult to put in place, things are easing slightly but again there is a 
shortage of staff and this does mean some freeing up a bed in hospital are having to 
go on a temporary basis to a local care home until a proper care package can be 
arranged at their own homes. 
 
I am pleased that I have managed to help quite a lot of organisations and groups 
across my ward with extra grant funding this year, not only did we receive as County 
Councillors the normal grant funding we were allocated some extra to help groups 
and organisations to recover from Covid, many rely on subs and fund raising and of 
course this has been impossible due to the Pandemic, thankfully things now are 
easing and it is good to see groups meeting up again. 
 
I could go on but appreciative of time I will finish by saying I am always there to listen 
and help wherever possible whether it be concerns raised by residents or by the 
Parish Council, as I always say I may not always be able to satisfy everyone all of 
the time but it will not be for the want of trying.. 
 
Erewash Borough Council – Cllrs Abey Stevenson and Alan Summerfield 
 
The pandemic continued to disrupt the working conditions, not only in EBC but in 

businesses across the Borough. Work from home was the way and services, and 

support continued as near normal. Additional grants were distributed to support the 

hospitality service businesses, and as the Omicron Virus affected the population, 

some working normality and shops continued to trade. The Government relaxed the 

restrictive safety orders and now, after a further year, wearing of masks and 

movement was free of official orders and allowed residents to live their lives as 

normally as possible. 

Town Halls are now open and residents can visit them to conduct their businesses 

with the Council. 

The weather this autumn was severe with flooding once again hitting several parts of 

the Borough. The EBC team were on hand to help and protect residents affected by 

flooding. 

EBC’s Community Safety team wished to make residents aware of the services they 

provide. These generally cover ASB, crime prevention advice, inappropriate 

behaviour, and general concerns involving community safety issues. 
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At the full Council Meeting in March 2022 EBC’s Core Strategy was approved, and 

though a tiny percent of green belt was needed to meet the Government Housing 

requirements this was passed. 

The EBC portion of Council Tax bills will rise by approximately £5 for a band D 

property this coming year a 2.54% increase. Only 11% of the total council tax bill that 

residents pay goes to EBC. The  DCC, Fire Service and PCC taxes have also risen 

for the 2022/2023 period by 3%. 

Our Mayor for the 2021/2022 period has been Councillor Donna Briggs and, though 

restricted by the pandemic, has done excellent work across the Borough. 

The Erewash Borough annual auditor Ernst & Young, after inspection, has confirmed 

that EBC is performing well and provides good value for money to the taxpayers. 

EBC is still debt free and has no interest to pay out of taxpayer’s money. The 

ongoing pressure to reduce spending still continues with no loss of services.  

EBC’s refuse and environmental team have still operated as normally as possible 

and Ilkeston has been chosen a finalist in the Britain in Bloom competition. EBC has 

been awarded five Green Flags for sites in the Borough making them the Best in the 

categories. 

The wrought iron Bennerley Viaduct has reopened in January as a route for walkers 

and cyclists after a long period of being shut down It is the only British site to be 

included on the World Monuments Fund Watch list in 2020. 

This year is the Queen’s platinum Jubilee celebrations and organisations and 

resident groups can apply for a grant from EBC between £50 and £200 to help 

towards the cost of street parties. Grants are also available from DCC for the 

celebrations. 

We, your Borough Councillors, hope residents and families remain well and safe, 

and we are always available to help the community. 

 

Breadsall Parish Council – Report of the Chair, Cllr Chris Goodwin 

The Parish Council has resumed its meetings in the Memorial Hall and we are 
always pleased to see any member of the public who wishes to come along, either 
simply as an observer or to raise any matter of concern. The Clerk can always be 
contacted if the matter needs to go onto the agenda or there is a short period of time 
at the beginning of each meeting where the public are allowed to speak. 
 
In November a wreath was laid on Remembrance Sunday by the Parish Council.  I 
always think we do this on behalf of the whole Parish as we are at the service to 
represent the Parish.  Due to the COVID restrictions which were still in place at that 
time, there was not the usual parade of the uniformed organisations but it was good 
to see they were represented for the wreath laying at the Memorial. I would like to 
thank the councillors who put up the poppies in the village and also the children who 
made their own poppies and a wreath. 
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The Christmas brass band concert was held in the church this year as the numbers 
were restricted at the Memorial Hall.  We worked along with the Friends of the 
Church and the proceeds from the concert were shared, the Parish Council share 
going towards the cost of the lights on the tree and the Friends share going to the 
Padley Centre. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan is once more with Erewash Borough Council and there is 
more about this further in the Newsletter.  I must say this has all been far too long 
winded and most frustrating for the steering group who have worked so hard to try to 
write a plan which is relevant to the Parish and deals with the concerns of the 
residents.  Let’s hope that we can get this passed and bring it to a referendum. 
 
The new web site is up and running so please get in touch with the Clerk if you 
would like to advertise any activities or information about a club or organisation you 
are involved with.  Thanks are due to the Clerk who has spent quite some time trying 
to make a website which is attractive and easy to access. 
 
We are still unfortunately having play equipment vandalised .  The Parish Council is 
looking for funding to try to improve the play area and hope that this will be a 
worthwhile project and that new equipment will not be treated in this mindless way.  
New CCTV cameras have been purchased which will give clearer pictures to try to 
deter such behaviour.  
 
The Parish Council is hoping to purchase some mugs to celebrate the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee and present them to the school children who reside in the Parish.  
Details of when and where have yet to be confirmed but we felt we should mark this 
important occasion as the Parish Council has done in previous years. 
 
 
4. Any other business of interest to the Parish – Reports from groups and 
organisations. 
 

• Mr Andrew Toothill, Breadsall Cricket Club 
Both our League teams and Friendly X1 had moderately successful 2021 
seasons but overall we were just happy to be back playing cricket albeit still 
with some restrictions. Since the beginning of January the players have been 
attending indoor nets and everyone connected with the Club is looking 
forward to the coming season. 
 

We were particularly successful in 2021 in attracting new junior players and 
we intend this year to start an additional age group team. Our Junior Training 
and Practice nights will continue on a Thursday from 6.15 p.m. onwards and 
we welcome any youngsters between the ages of 5 and 15 who are interested 
in playing the game. 
 
At our AGM in November Geoff Pook our long serving Chairman stood down 
from his role and was succeeded by Jimmy Drew. It was during his 
enthusiastic and wise tenure that we successfully built our new pavilion. He 
was subsequently elected a Vice-President of the Club. 
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We are particularly looking forward to being able to utilise fully our nee 
pavilion and an official opening is planned early in the season. We will be 
holding our Annual Golf Day on Friday the 8th April at Morley Hayes and 
further details can be obtained from Jimmy Drew. 
 
The new league season commences on Saturday 23rd April when the 1st 
Team will be at home to Wootton and the 2nd Team away at Melbourne. 
Thereafter there will be home matches, with the exception of Carnival Day, 
through until the middle of September and spectators will always be welcome. 
 
We have been able to carry out more regular work over the last 12 months to 
keep the boundary areas of the field in check and prevent the spread of moles 
and further work will be undertaken at our Cricketforce weekend early in April.  
We are looking forward to Glendale’s first cut of the outfield which is due 
shortly and are pleased to report that the Memorial Hall has agreed to fund 
the cost of weed and feed and slitting the top field in order to improve the 
quality and growth which will benefit all users. 
 

• Cllr Janet Robertson – Tennis Club 
Since our last report for the Parish Council in September 2021 the courts 
have been available for members, but since November weather conditions 
have limited play due to the amount of rain we have experienced. 
 
We are currently waiting for the courts to dry out. We will then treat any areas 
of moss that have affected the courts in an environmentally friendly manner. 
We also intend to monitor the court surface which may involve a colour coat 
and line marking. 
 
The AGM will be held on the 8th March 2022, when the committee will plan the 
new season including membership, junior coaching and our continued links 
with Breadsall Primary School. 
 
We have sadly lost the services of our regular coach Paul Hatton who now 
runs a tennis centre in Sheffield.  In discussions with Paul and our LTA 
Midlands Training & Development Officer we understand that there is a 
national shortage of tennis coaches. This is due to the lockdown as many 
coaches found other types of work. We are actively looking for a new coach 
for the club to deliver our junior and adult coaching. 
 

• Cllr Mike Poplar – Bowls Club 
Due to the Covid restrictions, the club did not enter as many competitive 
leagues as it would have done in normal circumstances. 
 
We would normally enter ten teams in various leagues, but eventually ended 
up entering seven teams. 
 
The season turned out to be our most successful ever, with the team winning 
its Wednesday Singles League and also winning its Wednesday Doubles 
League. The Floodlight team were runners up in their league. 
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In the coming season we propose entering eleven teams in various leagues, 
with the intention of giving all members the opportunity to play games. This 
means that we are welcoming new members to the club, who wish to 
participate in the sport, from complete beginners to experienced players and 
from all age groups. 
 
Practice sessions will begin at the end of March and potential new members 
will be made welcome at these sessions. More details can be obtained from 
the club secretary Dave Jones on 01332  833904. 
 
On a sad note, the club spent a lot of it's hard earned monies on having the 
green prepared for the coming season, only to find that it had been vandalised 
by persons riding bicycles over the green. It is hoped that this is a one off 
event, as so many people look to the green as their place to socialise and 
enjoy their game of bowls. 
 
As the start of the new season draws nearer, we look forward to meeting up 
with our friends who we have not seen during the close season and to 
meeting new members. 
 

• Neighbourhood Watch Group – Cllr Barry Hodgkinson 
The Group now meet monthly and have obtained Grant Funding from the 
PCC. Invitation Leaflets are being obtained from the County H.Q. These will 
be distributed to the Co-Ordinator Group who will be distributing them to all 
properties within the Parish. This is being done to recruit membership who will 
then be fully informed of the benefits on offer. The Group is seeking two more 
coordinators, and is pleased to report that the new occupants of Glebe Farm 
are to act as Coordinator for their area. 
 

• Breadsall and District Gardening Club – Cllr Colin Brewster 
Apologies in advance for my very brief report. 
 
Due to the Covid situation and other ongoing circumstances directly related to 
the Gardening Club, there has been no practical activity for the past 2 years, 
there has also been some uncertainty as to when we can restart.  However, 
the good news is that with the lifting of restrictions the club committee are 

hoping and planning to rekindle our regular meetings from April 2022.   
 
 
The meeting then closed at 19.28 pm. 
 
 

Signed as a true record………………………………………….Date 
 
 

 


